cover artist

text by Cho Sang-In

What kind of
memories have
you collected on
your travels?
Artist Choi Eun-
Hyea (born 1983)
invites you to
answer this
question as you
reflect on her
artworks.

“invisible layer,”
mixed media on plexiglass,
60x60cm,
2018

——

Think of memory as a slice of cake cut by the
knife of time and served on the plate of space;
or as a bundle of brilliant light. Artist Choi Eun-
Hyea works with visible as well as invisible light
(her main “ingredients,” as she calls them) on
spatial and temporal axes.

This interplay with light is evident in her aptly
named installation works Dialogue. The
installation consists of a large canvas with two
painted wooden sticks attached to it. The
canvas was painted according to the movement
of shadows.

The process hinges on light (and shadows)
movement. As time passes, the natural lighting
changes, and so do the shadows. Choi paints
the shadows that appear during this time
passage. She also paints imagined shadows.
The finished canvas contains an interplay of
painted shadows (based on real or imagined
ones).

Choi’s shadows aren’t restricted to black or
grey hues: they are painted in brilliant colors.

After all, to create a beautiful memory, even the
shadows present in that moment must brilliantly
depicted. Sometimes light relies on shade, and
the shade must provide a harmonious
complement to light.

Choi’s 15-piece series Window Seat
comprises paintings of the sky she had seen
from the window seat of an airplane. She took
photographs and made the initial sketches
from her seat in the plane and used these to
produce the paintings.

“The light that | saw from an airplane above
the clouds was very different from the light
seen below. Just as you can be in an ambiguous
time zone when traveling, the light seemed
extraordinary, t0o.” Choi’s reference to these
overlapping moments that transcend the
boundaries of time and space is what she
defines in her works as “a certain gap.”

The resulting paintings are the size of
airplane windows, and she exhibits them in a
row, just like plane windows. The subject matter
ranges from snow falling to earth piling up, to
rainbow-colored lines cutting freely through the
light of the horizon as the sun sets over the sea.
All of these are expressions of the memories
that come to Choi as she wistfully gazed through
the cabin window during her travel.

Choi’s recent works recall previous subject
matter in various forms. In a way, they seem like
the light and shadows mingling on a mobile.

Choi Eun-Hyea likes to walk around the
neighborhood of her studio in Yongin,
Gyeonggido Province. This February, she will
travel to Europe. No doubt her experiences there
will be recalled in new artworks. @

Cho Sang-In majored in art history and archaeology at Seoul
National University and went on to major in arts management
at the same university’s Graduate School of Art.

She is now in her 12th year as an art specialist reporter for
the Seoul Economic Daily’s Culture Section.

“Dialogue 3,”

oil on canvas, wood stick, plexiglass,
97x97cm,
2018
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. “Aurora,” oil on canvas,

100x80.3cm, 2014

. “Collecting Scenes,” oil on canvas,

72.7x60.6¢cm, 2018

. “Toned Landscape 1,” oil on canvas,

72.7x60.6cm, 2018

. “Balanced 2,” oil on canvas,

145.5x112.1cm, 2018
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